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X.desktop software gives you a visual represen¬ 
tation of the files, programs, and communication 
facilities on your UNIX computer system. You 
specify actions and operations using a mouse to 
manipulate icons on the screen. This intuitive 
approach is quick to learn and use, and there is no 
need to use cryptic UNIX commands. 


X.desktop helps new users rapidly exploit the cap¬ 
abilities of UNIX, such as multitasking, orderly 
filing system and network access, yet does not 
impose constraints or limits on the use of the system 
by more experienced operators. X.desktop co¬ 
exists with the normal UNIX shell and menu 
driven utilities. 


X.desktop is easy to use and learn 

Fast, clear, efficient operations 

Makes UNIX available to new users 

X.desktop Saves time 

Click an icon instead of typing commands 

Operate on groups of files at one time 

Identify file types immediately 

Start and stop programs rapidly 

X.desktop helps understanding 

Display the filing system clearly 

Clarify multitasking 

X.desktop is flexible and adaptable 

The internal “rules” can be changed 
“Look and feel” can be tailored to each user 

Allows full access to UNIX (for experts) 



IXI, x.desktop, and the IXI logo are trademarks of IXI Limited. All other trademarks acknowledged 


"A Picture & worth a thousand words" 














































































Standard X.desktop 
User Operations 


Start an application by clicking 
its icon with the mouse, or drag 
data files to its icon to give it infor¬ 
mation to work on. 


nn 


Click on a directory icon to see 
its contents, including clear 
indication of file types and names - 
even on other systems across a 
network. 


Copy, archive, delete, or move 
single files or multiple files by 
moving the icons representing the 
files around the screen. These opera¬ 
tions will even work when using 
other computers across a network. 


Print a file by moving its icon to 
the printer icon. 

Shrink running programs to 
icons and then back to full size. 

Rename files by simply pointing 
at the name of the file with the 
mouse and entering a new one. 
Create and name directories just as 
quickly. 



Gain full access to UNIX by 
clicking on the UNIX shell icon, 
just like any other application, con¬ 
currently with X.desktop 
operation. 




How X.desktop Works 


X.desktop is a UNIX applica¬ 
tion program which is always 
running during a user session. Using 
the X-Window System, X.desktop 
displays a stylized “desktop” on the 
user’s display screen. Tools, pro¬ 
grams, data files, and directories are 
displayed as icons on the desktop. 



X.desktop scans the UNIX fil¬ 
ing system, monitoring the 
names, access permissions, type, and 
other information about the files 
held within the system or on compu¬ 
ters connected via a network (e.g. 
NFS). 


X.desktop applies a series of 
rules which are supplied by IXI, 
the hardware supplier, or the system 
builder to determine from the infor¬ 
mation it collects how best to display 
the files in iconic form and what 
actions to perform when the icons 
are activated by clicking with the 
mouse. 


IXI provides a standard set of 
rules which make the system 
behave in an intuitive and standard 
manner. The rules are held in text 
files, and can be enhanced or rede¬ 
fined at system, user, environment, 
or individual file level. This flexibi¬ 
lity allows the customisation of a 
standard system to provide X.desk¬ 
top with extra knowledge about 
usage of programs and data so it can 
tailor the human-computer interface 
to meet the user’s needs and 
experience. 

Instructions and rules can even 
be passed to X.desktop at run- 




time through a UNIX “pipe”. 



IXI Limited, 62-74 
Burleigh Street, 
Cambridge, 
England 

+44 223 462131 


Availability 


q # ‘ X.desktop is available through 
0 hardware vendors, OEMs, and 
software suppliers. Contact IXI for 
further details. 


X.desktop Hardware X.desktop 

Requirements Compatibility 


X.desktop is a UNIX program 
which uses the X Window Sys¬ 
tem library to control the user ter¬ 
minal. It is suited to workstations, 
PC’s with UNIX, and multi-user host 
systems with suitable intelligent ter¬ 
minals. 


X.desktop is compatible with 
application software written 
with text based, X-toolkit, Open 
Dialogue, or Open Look style inter¬ 
faces. 
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